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To  thk  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Councie  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Genteemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Seventh  Annual  Report. 

My  last  Report  was  for  the  year  1916,  but,  as  you  are  aware, 
the  Uoeal  Government  Board  in  December,  1917,  in  a  circular 
to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  suggested  that  having  regard 
to  the  continued  necessity  for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of 
paper  and  in  demands  on  printing  establishments,  the  usual 
Annual  Reports  should  not  be  printed,  but  that  suitable 
arrangements  should  be  made  for  careful  preservation  of  all 
records  and  that  after  the  termination  of  the  war  a  Report 
could  be  made  dealing  with  the  intervening  period,  giving 
separate  statistics  for  each  year  in  order  that  the  annual 
records  might,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  continuous  and 
complete. 

I  have  written  this  Report  on  these  lines,  and  it  contains 
the  statistical  tables  for  1917,  1918,  1919  and  1920. 

The  Officials  of  the  Council  and  the  Sanitary  Staff  have 
as  always  given  me  every  assistance. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  it 
gives  me  much  pleasure  to  tender  my  thanks  for  the  careful 
and  sympathetic  consideration  they  have  given  to  all  matters 
that  it  has  been  my  duty  to  bring  before  them. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  WATT  ACE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7th  October,  1921. 
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Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare 


Health  Committee. 

Councillor  J.  S.  WALKER  (Chairman). 

,,  W.  A.  Board. 

,,  B.  T.  Butter. 

„  R.  L  Dart. 

,,  J.  H.  Hiixman. 
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Dr.  WALLACE. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 
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Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
Mr.  CHAS.  URCH. 
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Meteororogist  : 

Mr.  W.  H.  ALLEN. 
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Miss  PHILLIPS. 


Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Statistical  Memoranda,  1920. 


Situation. 

Latitude,  51°  20'  45"  N,— Longitude,  2°  58'  30"  W. 
Area. 

4,430  acres  (including  2,007  acres  of  Foreshore). 
Geologic ae  Formation. 

Limestone  Rock  and  Sand  chiefly. 

Elevation  of  Area  Built  on. 

26  feet  to  300  feet. 

Slope. 

Southerly. 


Population  (Civilian). 

Estimate  with  Registrar-General’s  “  Factor  ”  to  middle 
of  1920,  26,887. 

Actual  Census,  June,  1921,  31,653. 

Estimated  maximum  during  season,  80,000. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1920,  5,382. 

Density  of  Population. 

Per  acre  of  land,  11-14. 

Per  house  (or  number  of  persons  per  house),  4-99. 
Rainfall. 


34-69  inches  in  1920 — average  last  10  years,  33-89  inches. 
Rainy  Days.  186  in  1920 — average  last  10  years,  168. 
Bright  Sunshine.  1250-3  hours  in  1920 — average  last  10 
years,  1 ,464  hours. 

Water  Supply. 

Constant  service — Town  Supply  from  wells  in  limestone. 
Sewage  Disposal. 

By  water  carriage — Outfall  2  miles  South  of  Town  Flail 
into  Bristol  Channel. 

Birth  Rate.  15-62  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality.  - 


54-72  per  1,000  births — Average  last  10  years — 79-63. 
Death  Rate.  (Standardised)  11-69  per  1,000. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  (including  Influenza).  7  deaths  (or 
0-26  per  1,000). 

Phthisis  Death  Rate.  26  deaths  (or  0-96  per  1,000). 
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1.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions 

of  the  District. 


Weston-super-Mare  lies  on  the  shores  of  Weston  Bay,  but 
the  Urban  District,  which  includes  the  contiguous  village  of 
Milton,  forms  an  irregular  square  extending  about  2  miles 
from  West  to  Hast  and  about  two  miles  from  North  to  South. 
The  total  area  of  the  district  is  4,430  acres,  which  include  : — 

Band .  2,413  acres 

Inland  Water .  5  ,, 

Foreshores  .  2,007  ,, 

Tidal  Water  . 5  ,, 

Total .  4,430  acres 

The  Population  of  the  Urban  District,  ascertained  by  the 
Census  of  1911,  was  23,235,  the  estimated  population  to  the 
middle  of  1920,  calculated  with  the  “  factor  ”  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  is  26,887,  but  I  believe  that  figure  is  too 
low,  although  the  one  recently  sent  me  by  the  Registrar- 
General  is  still  lower,  viz.  :  25,728. 

At  the  height  of  the  Summer  Season  there  are  probably 
as  many  as  16,000  visitors  staying  in  the  town  for  health  and 
pleasure,  while,  on  occasion,  day  excursionists  by  rail  or 
steamer,  etc.,  may  number  an  additional  30,000  to  40,000, 
or  even  more. 

The  town  possesses  a  good  General  Hospital  (41  beds), 
maintained  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  attended  by  an 
honorary  staff  of  three  surgeons. 

The  Royal  West  of  England  Sanatorium  stands  on  the 
sea-front  at  the  south  side  of  the  town.  It  has  regular 
accommodation  for  185  patients,  but  200  can  be  admitted  in 
case  of  emergency.  No  pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases  are 
admitted. 

The  Bristol  Children’s  Convalescent  Home  occupies  good 
premises  in  the  Walliseote  Road  and  receives  some  400 
patients  yearly. 
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2.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 

District. 


Water  The  town  has  a  “  constant  ”  water  supply  from 

Supply,  wells  at  the  foot  of  Worlebury  Hilh  In  1914 
parliamentary  powers  were  obtained  to  increase  and 
improve  the  supply  by  a  pipe-line  from  a  spring  at  the  foot 
of  the  Mendips  at  Banwell.  Unfortunately  the  Great  War 
prevented  the  scheme  being  carried  out,  and  it  is  only  now 
(1920)  that  a  commencement  has  been  made  in  the  laying  of 
the  pipes.  Fortunately  by  sinking  fresh  wells  at  the  existing 
Waterworks  the  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  Brown,  has  been  able 
to  augment  the  present  supply  sufficiently  to  prevent  any 
serious  shortage. 

Rivers  and  The  only  streams  are  those  called  rhvnes  by 
Streams.  means  of  which  the  land  drainage  is  effected  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  These  rhynes  are 
numerous  in  the  landward  part  of  the  district.  They  are 
subject  to  considerable  pollution  from  manured  lands  and  pig 
and  cattle  sheds,  and  it  is  in  only  a  few  cases  that  steps  to 
avoid  this  can  be  taken. 

Drainage  and  The  water  carriage  system  has  been  carried  out 
Sewerage.  over  almost  the  whole  district,  but  in  Milton 

a  few  cesspools  still  exist — these  however  are 
being  abolished  wherever  a  sewer  is  within  a  reasonable 
distance  and  the  levels  permit. 

A  considerable  area  is  drained  on  the  separate  system. 

A  new  electrical  pumping  station  has  been  installed  in  the 
lower  Milton  area,  which  deals  with  the  sewage  from  that 
district,  including  that  from  the  blocks  of  workmen’s  houses 
in  process  of  erection  there.  Further  improvements  in  the 
sewerage  of  Milton  and  Ashcombe  Roads  are  required  as 
indicated  in  my  1914  Report,  but  the  financial  stringency  of 
the  times  forbids  such  formidable  work  being  undertaken  at 
present. 
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Closet  Water  closets  are  universal  throughout 

Accommodation.  Weston,  but  in  Milton  a  few  privies  are 

still  in  use. 

Scavenging.  Continued  need  for  economy  and  shortage  of 
labour  led  to  the  Urban  District  Council  cutting 
down  the  collection  and  removal  of  house  refuse  as  far  as 
safety  would  allow  during  the  war,  but  now  a  return  to 
previous  methods  is  gradually  being  arranged. 

The  provision  and  use  of  sanitary  dust-bins  is  now  being 
steadily  insisted  on. 
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Housing. 

The  following  table  is  in  accordance  with  Article  V  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of 
of  District.  premises  visited,  the  defects  or  nuisances 

discovered,  and  the  action  and  result  of 
action  taken  in  regard  to  these  will  be  found  on  pp.  73-76. 

The  policy  followed  during  the  year  in  regard  to  defects 
has  been  dictated  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  in 
view  of  the  shortage  of  skilled  labour  and  the  high  cost  of 
labour  and  materials,  due  to  concentration  upon  the  Council’s 
Housing  Schemes,  I  have  not  pressed  for  anything  but 
absolutely  essential  work  being  carried  out  on  existing 
buildings. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  work  called  for  has  been 
carried  out  without  the  issue  of  any  but  verbal  or  informal 
written  notices. 

Premises  and  Occupations  Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 
Controlled  by  Bye-laws  number  56.  The  cost  of  altera- 
or  Regulations.  tions  to  bring  local  cowsheds  into 

line  with  our  Regulations  is 
always  heavy,  and  so  heavy  in  some  cases  that  owners  have 
preferred  to  close  down  rather  than  face  the  required  expendi¬ 
ture.  Steady  progress,  however,  is  being  made  so  far  as  it 
can  be  done  within  the  District  to  attain  the  end  in  view — 
clean  milk.  Unfortunately  we  have  no  direct  authority 
outside  the  Urban  District,  and  I  can  only  deal  with  the 
milk  after  it  crosses  our  boundary.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  wall  be  brought 
into  full  force  before  long  so  that  something  approaching 
clean  milk  may  be  universally  available. 

There  are  24  Butchers’  shops  in  the  towai  systematically 
inspected  ;  the  premises  on  the  whole  are  very  suitable  for 
the  business. 

Workshops,  including  Bakehouses  (28),  on  the  Register 
number  120  (see  p.  55). 

There  are  3  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses,  none  of 
which  have  required  action  to  be  taken. 

Only  4  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  3  Rag  and  Bone  businesses 
come  under  the  Regulations  in  regard  to  Offensive  Trades,  and 
these  have  conformed  thereto. 
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I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  policy  of  the  Council  is  only  to 
grant  a  licence  for  an  Offensive  Trade  after  the  strictest 
investigation  as  to  the  applicant  and  the  effect  of  establishing 
such  a  business  in  the  proposed  locality,  as  well  as  the  local 
need  for  it,  and  finally  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  premises 
and  installation. 

Schools.  The  Sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the 
Schools  both  private  and  public  are  satisf actor}7. 
The  public  schools  are  under  the  County  Education  Authority. 
I  find  the  Head  Masters  and  Mistresses  and  the  School 
Attendance  Officer  most  anxious  to  help  me  in  every  way 
in  connection  with  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring 
among  the  scholars  or  in  their  homes.  Exclusion  of  contacts 
is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum  on  Closure 
of  and  Exclusion  from  School,  1909,  and  the  County  School 
Medical  Officer  and  myself  are  always  able  to  co-operate  on 
the  question  of  Closure. 

The  number  of  “  School  Exclusion  Notices  ”  received  in 
1920  were  :  Diphtheria,  14  ;  Whooping-cough,  14  ;  Measles, 
27  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  1  ;  and  Mumps,  9  ;  a  total  of  65. 

Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  The  supply  of  milk  and  its  quality  continue 

to  be  good,  but  the  price  has  gone  up  here, 
as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  country,  to  a  figure  which  seriously 
increases  the  difficulty  of  infant  rearing  among  the  poorer 
classes. 

No  prosecutions  in  connection  with  the  milk  supply  of  the 
District  have  been  necessary  during  1920. 

Milk  (Mothers  This  Order  was  made  by  the  Food  Controller 

and  Children)  and  at  the  same  time  the  Minister  of  Flealth 

/ 

Order,  1919.  issued  an  Order  imposing  upon  Focal  Authori¬ 
ties  the  duty  of  carrying  it  out  through  such 
of  their  Officers  as  they  might  appoint  for  the  purpose.  At 
the  same  time  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918, 
was  rescinded. 
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The  1919  Order  differed  from  the  earlier  Orders  in  three 
important  respects  - 

1.  It  related  to  milk  only  and  not  to  food. 

2.  Milk  could  be  supplied  not  merely  in  necessitous  cases, 

but  also  where  such  a  supply  was  necessary  because  of 

the  retail  price  of  milk  in  the  area. 

3.  The  maximum  quantity  to  be  supplied  was  specified  as 
follows  : — 

For  children  under  18  months — 1|  pints  daily. 

For  children  between  18  months  and  5  years — 1  pint 
daily. 

For  nursing  and  expectant  mothers — the  quantity  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  person  certifying. 

The  Council  appointed  me  to  carry  out  the  Order,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Health  Visitors  every  case  applying  for 
or  recommended  for  a  grant  of  milk  was  carefully  and  sym¬ 
pathetically  inquired  into.  Weston-super-Mare  is  a  Health 
Resort,  not  an  Industrial  town,  and  fortunately  enjoyed  a 
prosperous  period  both  in  1919  and  the  greater  part  of  1920, 
so  that  applications  were  not  very  numerous.  A  few  cases 
were  obviously  of  a  chronic  character  and  were  passed  on  to 
the  Guardians.  The  subjoined  Table  gives  details  of  the 
cases  actually  supplied  with  milk  and  the  cost  incurred,  half 
of  which  is  met  by  a  grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 


Minx  Grants. 

January  1st  to  December  31st,  1920. 


Total  number  of  families  helped  ... 

36 

Total 

Quantity  of 

Cases. 

Milk  in  Pints. 

Infants  under  1  year  ... 

15 

...  1,080 

,,  from  1-5  years 

25 

...  3,345 

Expectant  mothers 

3 

154 

Nursing  mothers 

15 

. . .  2,694 

Grants  for  other  reasons 

3 

91 

61 

...  7,364  pts. 

Plus  Glaxo  9  pkts. 

12 


Total  cost  for  the  year-- 

Milk  . 

Glaxo  ... 

Total  ... 


/  s.  d. 

/o 

144  :  1  :  6 

1:1:0  (9  pkts.  at  2/4  pkt). 
£145  :  2  :  6 


( b )  Meat.  (1)  The  inspection  both  by  Inspector  Bladon  and 
Superintendent  Stewardson  has  been  careful 
and  thorough.  Unfortunately  a  large  amount  of  meat  has 
annually  to  be  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis.  Full 
particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Report,  pages  78 
and  79,  but  I  may  quote  the  totals  here,  viz.  : — 


cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Cattle 

72 

1 

12 

Pigs  ... 

61 

3 

16 

Sheep 

10 

2 

2 

These  figures  include  the  whole  carcases  of  4  cattle  and  17 
pigs  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 

(2)  The  Public  Abattoirs  were  opened  in  October,  1916,  and 
there  are  now  no  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  Urban 
District.  While  most  animals  killed  for  local  consumption 
are  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoirs,  I  regret  to  say  that 
there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  certain  butchers  to  kill 
outside  the  Urban  District,  where  inspection  can  be  avoided 
this  particularly  applies  to  pigs.  The  Inspector  neutralises 
this  action  as  far  as  possible  by  a  very  strict  inspection  of 
the  meat  in  the  shops  of  the  butchers  in  question,  and  prosecu¬ 
tion  is  sure  to  follow  if  diseased  meat  is  discovered  to  be 
on  sale. 

(3)  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  in  almost  all  cases  the 
butchers  give  the  Inspector  every  assistance  and  send  for 
him  when  they  receive  anything  doubtful.  No  prosecutions 
were  required  during  the  year. 

(c)  Other  Foods.  As  detailed  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 

Report,  p.  79,  small  quantities  of  fish  (wet, 
smoked  and  tinned^  were  condemned.  These  included  a 


small  stock  of  tinned  salmon  of  a  good  brand  ;  the  suppliers 
were  notified,  and  after  inspecting  the  stock  agreed  that  a 
percentage  of  tins  sufficient  to  condemn  the  stock  were  un¬ 
saleable.  Several  of  the  worst  tins  were  examined  by  Dr. 
Savage  at  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  but  no 
satisfactory  explanation  of  their  condition  was  reached. 
Several  other  stocks  of  the  same  brand  were  found  in  the 
town  and  withheld  from  sale  until  further  examination  proved 
that  they  were  quite  sound. 

A  large  quantity  of  cocoa  and  milk  in  tins — Government 
surplus  stock — was  passed  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  a 
local  trader  for  examination,  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
food,  and  condemned. 

A  few  hundredweights  of  dried  fruits  which  had  been  under 
sea-water  had  also  to  be  condemned. 

The  whole  quantity  of  foods  referred  to  under  this  heading 
is  trifling  compared  with  the  total  quantity  passing  through 
the  hands  of  the  local  traders,  which  speaks  well  for  the  care 
they  exercise  in  catering  for  their  customers. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  bakehouses  and  other  premises 
where  foods  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored  or  exposed 
for  sale  is  good.  An  exception  might  be  made  in  the  case 
of  some  ice-cream  vendors’  premises  ;  these  have  been  visited 
from  time  to  time  and  the  vendors  advised  as  to  the  need 
for  cleanliness  in  manufacture  and  in  storage  both  of  the 
ingredients  and  the  ice-cream  itself,  but  further  powers  are 
needed  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  public  who  indulge  in  this 
popular  sweet. 

(d)  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  in  the  Urban 
District  during  1920. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

I.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Small-pox  and  No  case  of  Small-pox  has  occurred  in  Weston- 
Vaccination.  super-Mare  since  1896,  and  no  primary 

vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been 
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performed  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention) 
Regulations,  1917. 

The  Vaccination  figures  both  in  the  Urban  District  and 
throughout  the  County  of  Somerset,  continue  to  be  most 
unsatisfactory.  With  Weston-super-Mare  in  such  close  touch 
with  the  great  seaports  on  the  Bristol  Channel — Barry, 
Bristol,  Cardiff,  Newport  and  Swansea—  at  any  one  of  which 
Small-pox  may  be  introduced  from  the  Hast  or  from  the 
West,  the  un vaccinated  state  of  the  young  generation  causes 
real  anxiety  to  the  Public  Health  Officials. 

Scarlet  Fig.  1  shows  in  diagrammatic  form  the  number  of 

Fever.  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  District  in  each  year 

from  1900  onwards,  also  the  number  of  deaths  in 
each  year.  One  death  only  has  occurred  .since  1908. 
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Fig.  1. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

No  tih  cations  N - 

Deaths  D  — - - 


15 


The  monthly  incidence  of  notified  eases  is  shown  in  the 
following  table 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

2 

6 

2 

1 

4 

4 

J  ffiy- 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

0 

2 

4 

10 

3 

2 

No  difficulty  due  to  return  cases  has  arisen. 


Diphtheria.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  Tables  and  from 
Fig.  2,  68  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified 
in  1920. 

This  large  increase  on  the  figures  of  recent  years  is  partly 
accounted  for  by  outbreaks  in  private  schools  and  in  the 
Children’s  Convalescent  Home.  Several  cases  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  imported  by  visitors.  One  thing  is  certain — that 
the  invariable  practice  followed  in  Weston-super-Mare  of 
examining  bacteriologically  swabs  from  all  immediate  contacts 
enabled  me  to  arrange  for  the  isolation  of  all  positive  cases 
and  to  prevent  epidemics.  Many  of  the  cases  were  severe, 
and  unfortunately  among  the  poorer  classes  the  doctor  w^as 
only  called  in  when  the  patient  was  already  moribund.  This 
explains  the  high  death-rate,  5  cases  having,  died. 


Anti-toxin  is  always  available,  and  is  supplied  free  of  charge 
for  all  necessitous  cases — every  year  gives  additional  evidence 
of  its  curative  value. 


The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows— 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

1 5 

11 

5 

4 

3 

5 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

2 

5 

5 

3 

6 

4 
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The  following  figures  give  details  of  some  of  the  work  done 
for  us  at  the  Count}'  Laboratory  : — 


Swabs  received  from  Weston-super-Mare, 

1920. 


From  Doctors. 

From  Statutory  Hosftl. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

J  anuary 

48 

5 

15 

6 

February  ... 

71 

11 

71 

23 

March 

52 

7 

47 

10 

April 

27 

7 

28 

2 

May 

42 

4 

2 

0 

June 

54 

8 

14 

6 

July 

15 

2 

34 

14 

August 

15 

o 

31 

7 

September  ... 

13 

5 

8 

5 

October 

18 

1 

21 

24 

November  ... 

54 

7 

23 

23 

December  ... 

45 

6 

22 

9 

454 

66 

316 

129 

\ 

Total  positive 
Total  negative 


195 

770 


Total 


965 


The  positive  swabs  from  Doctors  include  positive  contacts 
as  well  as  secondary  swabs. 

A  patient  is  not  discharged  from  the  Statutory  Hospital 
till  2  consecutive  negative  swTabs  from  nose  and  throat  are 
secured . 
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In  several  cases  the  bacterial  examination  enabled  the 
diagnosis  of  the  somewhat  rare  Vincent’s  Angina  to  be  made. 


Fig.  2. 

Diphtheria. 

Notifications  N - 

Deaths  D  . 

Enteric  Only  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified  in 
Fever.  1920.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 

Epidemic  No  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Acute 

Cerebro-Spinal  Poliomyelitis,  Acute  Polio-Cephalitis,  or 
Meningitis,  &c.  Encephalitis  Fethargica  occurred  in  the 

District  during  1920. 

Ophthalmia  Five  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were 

Neonatorum.  notified  in  1920,  but  they  were  of  a  simple 

character  and  in  no  case  did  damage  to  the 
eyes  result.  No  case  had  been  notified  in  any  of  the  previous 
five  years. 

Erysipelas.  There  were  6  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  in 
1920.  No  death  occurred  from  this  disease. 
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Pneumonia. 


Eight  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and 
1  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  notified  during 


1920. 


II.  NON-NOTIEIABEE  DISEASES. 

Measles  and  There  was  no  extensive  outbreak  of  Measles 
German  Measles,  in  1920,  and  only  27  School  notices  were 

received,  but  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Tables 
on  pp.  41-44  for  the  respective  years,  when  Measles  and 
German  Measles  were  compulsorily  notifiable,  there  was  then  a 
considerable  epidemic  in  the  town. 

1917.  1918.  1919. 

Measles  ...  321  (1  death)  233  (1  death)  42  Cases 
German  Measles  1 16  21  17  ,, 

There  were  no  deaths  from  either  disease  in  1919  or  1920. 

♦ 

Whooping-  Considerable  numbers  of  cases  of  Pertussis 

Cough.  occurred  in  1920,  and  in  each  of  the  previous 

three  years,  but  they  were  of  ordinary  severity 
and  the  death-rate  was  not  heavy.  In  1917,  2  ;  1918,  2  ; 
1919,  1  ;  1920,  1  death  occurred. 


The  Health  Visitors  devote  a  great  deal  of  time  to  visiting 
houses  where  cases  of  Measles  or  Whooping-Cough  are  known, 
and  no  doubt  their  advice  and  help  have  assisted  in  lowering 
the  mortality  from  these  diseases. 

Influenza.  No  serious  outbreak  of  Influenza  occurred  in  1920, 
and  although  every  doctor  was  offered  a  free 
supply  of  the  Official  vaccine  only  one  lot  was  used.  One 
death  only  was  registered  from  the  disease. 

Anthrax  No  case  of  either  disease  occurred  in  the  District 

and  Rabies,  in  1920. 
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Verminous  At  the  existing  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
Persons.  facilities  and  staff  are  both  too  restricted  to  treat 
verminous  persons,  but  opportunity  is  given  to 
Medical  Practitioners  and  the  School  Medical  Officers  to  have 
persons  with  Scabies  treated  by  bathing,  etc.,  at  the  Hospital, 
and  in  all  cases  their  belongings  are  dealt  with  in  the  steam 
disinfector,  unless  they  are  so  bad  as  to  require  complete 
destruction  in  verminous  cases. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 

Tuberculosis. 

TabtPS  .showing  number  of  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  in 
the  years  1917  to  1920,  classified  as  Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary,  Male  and  Female,  at  under  various  ages. 


1917. 


Form  of 
Disease. 

Notifi¬ 

cation 

Form. 

Sex. 

AGPS. 

.  ) 

All 

Ages. 

under 

1 

year. 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55  & 
up¬ 
wards 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

A  / 

Male 

28 

2 

0 

5 

4 

5 

7 

2 

3 

1  1 

Female 

23 

0 

0 

4 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1 

9 

Non- 

A  / 

Male  - 

5 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

pulmonary 

A'\ 

Female 

5 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Totals 

_ 

Male  - 

33 

2 

1 

6 

5 

5 

9 

2 

3 

14 

Female 

28 

1 

1 

4 

7 

8 

3 

3 

1 

14 

Grand  Totals 

— 

61 

3 

2 

10 

12 

13 

12 

5 

4 

28 

1918. 


Form  of 
Disease. 

Notifi¬ 
cation 
Form . 

Sex. 

J 

AGF,‘ 

A 

All 

Ages. 

under 

1 

year. 

1- 

5— 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55  & 
up¬ 
wards 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Male  - 

21 

0 

0 

3 

4 

7 

1 

5 

1 

9 

A-\ 

Female 

31 

0 

0 

2 

6 

9 

7 

4 

3 

19 

Non- 

A  / 

Male  - 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

pulmonary 

M 

Female 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Totals 

_ 

Male  - 

22 

0 

0 

4 

4 

7 

1 

5 

1 

12 

Female 

33 

0 

0 

2 

n 

J 

9 

8 

4 

3 

22 

Grand  Totals 

— 

55 

0 

0 

6 

ll 

16 

9 

9 

4 

34 

20 


1919. 


Form  of 
Disease. 

Notifi¬ 
cation 
Form . 

4GBJ 

3. 

Sex. 

All 

Ages. 

under 

1 

year. 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

4  -j _ 

55  & 
up¬ 
wards 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

4  / 

Male 

24 

0 

1 

3 

7 

5 

7 

1 

0 

8 

•  l 

Female 

39 

0 

0 

12 

8 

10 

4 

3 

2 

10 

Non- 

Male  — 

4 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

pulmonary 

M 

Female 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

Totals  — 

— 

Male  - 

28 

0 

1 

6 

8 

5 

7 

1 

0 

1  1 

Female 

41 

0 

0 

14 

8 

10 

4 

3 

2 

13 

Grand  Totals 

— 

69 

0 

1 

20 

16 

15 

11 

4 

2 

24 

1920. 


I 

agf;s. 

Form  of 

Notifi- 

under 

55  & 

Disease. 

cation 

Sex. 

All 

1 

1- 

5— 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

up- 

Deaths. 

Form. 

Ages. 

year. 

wards 

Pulmonary 

Male  - 
Female 

21 

26 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

3 

4 

8 

7 

8 

4 

4 

0 

3 

2 

0 

8 

18 

Non- 

A-{ 

Male 

4 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

pulmonary 

Female 

4 

1 

0 

9 

j—i 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Totals 

_ 

Male  - 

25 

0 

0 

7 

5 

7 

4 

0 

2 

'11 

Female 

30 

1 

0 

5 

9 

8 

4 

3 

0 

21 

Grand  Totals  - 

55 

1 

0 

12 

14 

15 

8 

3 

2 

32 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  from  Tuberculosis  of 
all  forms  was  as  follows  : — 

1917  ...  28  1919  ...  24 

1918  ...  34  1920  ...  32 

The  medical  practitioners  in  Weston-super-Mare  notify 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  as  soon  as  they  are  satisfied  of  the 
existence  of  the  disease,  and  I  have  not  had  to  take  any  steps 
to  enforce  notification.  Increasing  advantage  appears  to  be 
taken  of  the  facilities  for  the  examination  of  primary  cases 
as  well  as  of  contacts  by  Dr.  Short  at  the  Dispensary.  The 
following  Table  shows  the  number  of  specimens  of  sputum 
examined  during  the  years  1917  to  1920  at  the  County 
Laboratory  : — 
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Specimens  received  from  Weston-super-Mare. 


Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

N. 

P. 

N. 

P. 

N. 

P. 

N. 

P. 

J  anuary  . . . 

1 

3 

7 

0 

1 

1 

10 

4 

February  ... 

13 

1 

8 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

March 

1 

1 

8 

0 

4 

0 

8 

1 

April 

5 

2 

8 

1 

4 

2 

8 

5 

May 

2 

1 

9 

3 

5 

0 

7 

1 

J  une 

3 

0 

5 

0 

3 

0 

7 

2 

July 

4 

0 

9 

0 

4 

2 

9 

2 

August 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

0 

September 

2 

1 

5 

0 

8 

1 

8 

0 

October  . . . 

4 

1 

1 

0 

7 

1 

4 

0 

November 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

December 

2 

0 

3 

0 

2 

3 

1 

1 

T otals  . . . 

39 

10 

66 

7 

43 

15 

78 

18 

1917. 

|  1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

Total  N — negative 

39 

66 

43 

78 

Total  P — positive 

10 

7 

15 

18 

Totals 

49 

73 

58 

96 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Certain  complications  caused  by  the  number  of  sick  persons 
who  come  to  Weston-super-Mare  for  health  reasons  and  turn 
out  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  make  it  impossible  to 
estimate  the  actual  incidence  of  the  disease  in  Weston-super- 
Mare  itself. 

Disinfection  continues  to  be  carried  out  as  detailed  in 
previous  Reports,  when  the  patient  vacates  his  room,  and  at 
other  times  where  necessary.  The  only  difficulty  experienced 
is  in  the  case  of  lodging-houses,  where  occasionally  the  landlady 
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objects  fearing  damage  to  her  furnishings,  but  a  few  words 
of  explanation  usually  satisfy  her  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
proposed  action  of  the  Sanitary  Officer,  even  if  they  don  t 
altogether  reconcile  her  to  the  process.  Every  possible  care 
is  taken  to  avoid  damage,  and  few’  complaints  ha\  e  been 
received. 


Fig.  3. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary - 

Other  forms  . 


Tuberculosis  Care 
Committee. 

Hall  half-yearly  to 
discuss  matters  of 


A  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
was  formed  in  the  end  of  1915.  the 
General  Committee  meets  at  the  Town 
receive  a  report  of  the  work  done,  and  to 
policy.  An  Executive  Committee  meets 
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at  the  Town  Hall  each  month  to  hear  reports  from  the  Hon. 
vSecretary  (Miss  Pethick),  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  (Miss 
Dallaway),  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Tuberculosis  Medical 
Officer  (Dr.  vShort)  to  decide  on  the  action  to  be  taken  as  to 
the  cases  brought  before  them. 

The  Report  for  1919 — 1920  states  that  the  work  continued 
to  grow  ;  19  new  cases  had  been  receiving  daily  or  weekly 

assistance,  and  that  £130  :  10  :  11  had  been  expended  during 
the  year.  Of  that  sum  £50  was  paid  for  milk  supplied  to 
various  cases,  in  particular  to  children  ;  the  balance  was 
spent  on  groceries,  etc.,  and  payments  in  money,  which  in 
suitable  cases  was  found  to  be  of  more  value  to  the  patient 
than  any  fixed  article  of  diet. 

Dr.  Short  expressed  himself  as  greatly  pleased  with  the 
benefit  derived  by  the  patients  from  the  Committee’s  help. 

I  am  satisfied  that  this  Committee  is  doing  an  excellent 
work,  which  no  rate-supported  body  at  present  is  empowered 
to  undertake,  and  has  earned  the  thanks  both  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  and  the  County  Council. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


In  accordance  with  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Uocal 
Government  Board  Circular  M.  &  C.W.4,  the  Council  appointed 
a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  in  October,  1918. 
The  Committee  comprises  7  members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  and  6  ladies,  including  Representatives  of  the  Infant 
Welfare  Committee,  the  Creche,  the  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  the  Weston-super-Mare  Trades  and  Labour 
Council. 

An  Infant  Welfare  Voluntary  Committee  has  for  several 
years  run  a  Centre  at  the  Schoolrooms  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Weston-super-Mare,  and  it  opened  a  second  Centre 
in  June,  1920,  for  the  Milton  District  at  the  Ashcombe  Park 
Mission  Room.  The  Committee  works  in  co-operation  with 
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the  Urban  District  Council,  who  supply  the  Nurse  (one  of  the 
Health  Visitors)  who  attends  the  Centres.  Dr.  Roland  Wilde 
and  Dr.  Petty  are  the  Medical  Officers  for  the  Weston-super- 
Mare  and  the  Milton  Centres  respectively. 

In  December  1920,  the  County  Council  lent  their  travelling 
Infant  Welfare  exhibits  to  the  Committee  for  two  days, 
Dr.  Savage  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  opening  the 
Exhibition  in  the  Town  Hall.  Dr.  Annie  I'oster  took  charge, 
and  she  and  the  Health  Visitors  gave  short  lectures  and 
demonstrations  to  the  visitors. 

During  the  autumn  and  winter  lectures  for  mothers  were 
given  at  the  Weston-super-Mare  Centre  by  Mrs.  Cross,  from 
Bedminster,  Mrs.  Walker,  from  Bristol,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Bladon, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

This  voluntary  work  continues  to  be  carried  on  most 
enthusiastically  by  the  ladies  and  officials  of  the  Committee, 
to  whom  are  due  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  following  figures  showing  the  work  of  the  Centres  in 
1920  have  kindly  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
Miss  Battiscombe. 

Doctor’s  consultations — 

Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  709 

Ante-Natal  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total .  713 


Total  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  1,649 

Number  of  mothers  attending  ...  139 

Number  of  children  attending  ...  168 

Total  mothers  passed  through  Centres 

since  February,  1918  ...  ...  315 

Total  children  passed  through  Centres 

since  February,  1918  ...  ...  402 

Another  Voluntary  Institution  doing  good  work  is  the 
Creche  or  Day  Nursery,  and  it  also  works  in  co-operation 
with  the  LTrban  District  Council. 
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The  Hon.  Secretary  (Miss  Uockwood)  in  her  Report  for 
1919-20,  describes  how  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Minister  of  Health  and  earn  a  Government  grant,  the 
Committee  purchased  the  Creche  premises  and  adjoining 
cottage  at  a  cost  of  £1,000,  and  had  very  considerable  altera¬ 
tions  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  Council  granted  £100 
towards  the  purchase. 

The  Council  have  granted  the  use  of  the  enclosed  shrubbery 
in  front  of  the  Creche  as  a  playground  for  the  children. 

During  the  nine  months  the  Creche  was  open,  1919-20,  the 
children’s  attendances  numbered  2,891. 

To  this  Committee  the  Urban  District  Council  are  greatly 
indebted  for  the  valuable  social  service  they  are  giving  to 
the  town. 

The  Midwives  Act,  1902,  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

The  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act,  1915,  is  carried 
out  with  fair  regularity  both  by  doctors  and  midwives,  and 
little  disparity  is  found  between  the  list  of  Births  supplied 
to  me  by  the  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  the  actual 
Notifications  received. 

The  Notifications  for  1920  were— 

By  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  193 

By  Mid  wives  ...  ...  ...  218 


Total  ...  ...  411 

All  suitable  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
re-visits  are  made  as  is  found  necessary,  and  the  figures  for 
1920  are : — 

Cases  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  326 

Cases  not  visited  ...  ...  ...  93 


Total  ...  ...  411 

Infant  Table  I,  column  10,  shows  that  22  Infants  under 
Mortality,  one  year  of  age  died  during  1920,  as  contrasted 
with  18  in  1919,  16  in  1918,  22  in  1917,  and  33 
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in  1916  ;  equal  to  a  death-rate  per  1,000  nett  Births,  of  54-7 
as  against  63-1,  59-7,  86-3,  and  92-7,  respectively. 

The  Chart  (Fig.  4)  shows  the  death-rates  per  1,000  births 
in  the  Urban  District  from  1901  to  1920,  and  compares  them 
with  the  average  rate  for  the  10  years  1891 — 1900  inclusive. 
In  the  right-hand  column  is  shown  the  percentage  rise  and 
fall  for  each  year,  taking  the  average  for  1891  to  1900  as  zero. 


Fig.  4. 

Infantile  Mortality. 
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We  can  now  compare  the  averages  of  3  decennial  periods. 

1891—1900  .  130-9  per  1,000  births 

1901 — 1910  ...  ...  94-0  per  1,000  births 

1911—1920  .  79-3  per  1,000  births. 

There  is  a  gratifying  fall  in  the  last  decade,  largely  due  to 
the  steady  improvement  since  1915,  as  seen  by  a  glance  at 
the  Chart. 

The  various  causes  of  death  in  1920  will  be  found  in  Table 
IV,  p.  49.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  22  (about 
1  in  19  of  the  total  births),  and  of  these  4  died,  i.e.,  18-2  per 
cent.,  while  of  the  380  legitimate  births  only  18  died,  i.e.,  4-7 
per  cent.,  under  one  year  of  age. 

No  death  was  due  to  infectious  disease  (unless  wre  include 
a  Tuberculosis  case)  ;  6  died  from  respiratory  disease,  and 
none  from  diarrhoea  or  enteritis. 

Six  deaths  were  due  to  ante-natal  causes  in  1920,  as  compared 
with  10  in  1917,  9  in  1918,  and  7  in  1919. 

The  Tables  for  1917-1919  are  on  pages  46-48. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 

(See  Tables  I  to  IV). 

Deaths.  All  deaths  recorded  were  certified  by  Medical 
Practitioners  or  the  Count}7  Coroner. 

Of  the  total  of  336  deaths  in  1920,  as  many  as  222  occured 
after  the  age  of  45,  and  3  were  over  90.  Forty-three  deaths 
were,  due  to  Organic  Heart  Disease,  and  39  to  Cancer.  Res¬ 
piratory  diseases  caused  48  deaths. 

Thirty-nine  deaths  were  due  to  infectious  diseases,  including 
32  deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  Of  the  remaining  seven,  5  were 
due  to  Diphtheria,  and  1  each  to  Whooping-Cough  and 
Influenza. 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  living  in  1920  was  13-06. 

Births.  The  number  of  births  in  1920  was  402,  as  compared 
with  255  in  1917,  268  in  1918,  and  285  in  1919. 
In  1911  the  number  of  births  reached  403  for  a  population 
of  22,316  ;  in  1906,  411  births  were  registered,  the  population 


28 


being  21,555,  but  on  no  other  occasion  has  the  number 
exceeded  400. 

There  were  22  illegitimate  births  in  1920,  while  in  1917 
there  were  21  ;  in  1918,  9  ;  and  in  1919,  17. 

Sanitary  Administration  of  the 

District. 

(1)  Stall.  In  the  autumn  of  1919,  Mr.  Jones,  who  had  been 
Sanitary  Inspector  since  1901,  resigned  his  office 
to  take  up  an  appointment  as  an  Inspector  in  the  Welsh 
Region  under  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  connection  with  the 
Administration  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  putting  on  record  my  opinion  that 
Weston-super-Mare  is  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Jones  for  the 
work  he  did,  often  under  great  difficulties  and  much  opposition 
in  his  earlier  days,  in  introducing  modern  hygienic  practice 
into  the  town,  and  by  persistent  effort  establishing  a  sanitary 
standard  equalled  in  few  health  resorts  in  Great  Britain. 

The  Council  advertised  for  a  successor  to  Mr.  Jones,  and 
from  a  large  number  of  applicants  selected  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health  appointed  Mr.  H.  W. 
Bladon,  one  of  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  Birmingham, 
to  the  vacant  post.  I  consider  the  Council  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  appointment  they  have  made. 

Various  other  changes  have  been  made  in  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department.  Mr.  Charles  Urch  has  been  appointed 
an  Assistant  Sanitary*  Inspector  ;  Miss  Seaton  resigned  in 
June,  1919,  and  Miss  Dallaway7,  formerly  a  Health  Visitor 
in  Sheffield,  was  appointed  in  her  place  ;  while  Miss  Rossiter, 
who  had  been  nurse  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  was 
appointed  Assistant  Health  Visitor  in  September,  1919. 

All  of  these  officials  have  done  their  work  well. 

(2)  The  old  Isolation  Hospital  situated  in  Drove  Road  is 
still  in  use,  and  affords  accommodation  for  two  Infectious 
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Diseases  only.  The  number  of  beds  (38)  has  proved  sufficient 
for  our  requirements  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  but 
I  am  frequently  at  a  loss  how  to  deal  with  cases  of  other 
infectious  diseases  occurring  in  crowded  lodging-houses  or  in 
the  houses  of  the  poorer  classes,  often  shared  by  two  or  more 
families,  each  with  several  young  children.  Improved 
accommodation  on  another  site  should  be  provided  at  the 
earliest  moment  possible. 


A  suitable  building  some  distance  from  the  town  has  been 
rented  by  the  Council  for  several  years  for  the  accommodation 
of  small-pox  cases  should  an  outbreak  occur. 


I  continue  to  receive  every  assistance  from  the  Matron 
and  the  Staff  in  the  working  of  the  Institution,  and  have 
frequent  proofs  of  the  satisfaction  of  patients  and  their 
parents  in  the  results  attained  under  Miss  Phillips’  manage¬ 
ment. 


Chemical  and  Every  advantage  is  taken  of  the  Public 
Bacteriological  Health  Laboratory  which  the  County  Council 
Work.  maintains  in  Weston-super-Mare,  and  I  take 

this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  work  done  for  us  by  Dr.  Savage  and  his  Staff  at 
the  Laboratory.  Mr.  Wood,  who  has  succeeded  Mr.  Read  as 
Chemist  Bacteriologist,  is  always  ready  at  a  moment’s  notice 
to  give  us  the  help  of  his  scientific  knowledge  and  technical 
skill. 


The  amount  of  work  done  for  the  Urban  District  in  1920 
can  be  estimated  from  the  following  figures  : — 965  swabs  were 
examined  for  Diphtheria  (195  positive  and  770  negative) 
fuller  details  will  be  found  on  p.  17  ;  96  specimens  of  sputum 
were  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  (18  positive  and  78 
negative) — see  p.  22  for  details  ;  and  3  specimens  of  blood 
were  treated  for  the  Widal  Reaction  of  Enteric  (all  positive). 
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Housing. 


(1)  General  Housing  These  are  good.  It  is  difficult  to  form 
conditions  in  the  any  estimate  of  the  real  shortage  of 
District.  houses  in  the  District,  as  there  is  a 

continual  addition  to  the  permanent 
population  of  an  attractive  health  resort,  part  of  which  is 
absorbed  by  the  lodging-house  accommodation,  which  is 
available  in  “  the  season  ”  for  many  thousands  of  visitors. 

On  the  other  hand,  taking  the  average  number  of  new  houses 
of  all  kinds  built  annually  before  the  war  as  45,  and  the 
number  built  from  1914  to  1919  as  62,  instead  of  225  there 
was  an  obvious  shortage  of  163  houses  of  all  classes  by  the 
commencement  of  1920. 

To  meet  this  the  Urban  District  Council  at  the  instance 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  formulated  a  scheme  to  build  116 
houses  of  the  working-class  type,  of  which  13  were  completed 
by  the  end  of  1920,  and  the  remainder  were  commenced  ; 
two  similar  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise; 

The  County  Council  also  began  the  erection  of  20  houses 
for  members  of  their  staffs  employed  in  Weston-super-Mare. 

Further  house  accommodation  was  also  attained  by  the 
conversion  of  a  considerable  number  of  large  houses  into 
“  Flats,”  which  are  very  popular,  but  here  again  it  is  not 
easy  to  estimate  how  far  that  met  the  purely  local  needs  or 
served  to  attract  fresh  families  to  the  town. 


(2)  Overcrowding.  A  few  isolated  cases  due  to  lodgers  having 

been  taken  into  the  house  were  reported. 
On  representations  being  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
other  accommodation  was  found. 
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(3)  Fitness  ol  Notes  on  this  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix 

Houses.  hereto,  and  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 

Inspector,  pages  72-76. 

(4)  Unhealthy  In  considering  such  conditions  in  Weston- 

Areas.  super-Mare  it  cannot  be  too  clearly  stated  that 

we  have  here  nothing  in  the  nature  of  “  slums,” 
as  commonly  understood  in  large  cities,  but  we  do  have 
groups  of  houses  in  some  areas  and  individual  houses  in 
others  which  are  a  long  way  below  the  standard,  which  we 
have  set  up  for  ourselves  as  the  minimum  required  to  properly 
house  the  classes  who  occupy  them.  It  is  then  in  a  relative 
sense  that  the  areas  referred  to  in  my  Official  Representations 
are  reported  on  as  Unhealthy  Areas,  and  it  was  on  the  urgent 
insistence  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  my  Representations 
were  made  in  July,  1920. 

A.  Under  Part  I  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1890. 

Area  No.  1,  lying  within  the  following  boundaries 

Commencing  at  Oxford  Street  at  the  Fire  Brigade 
Station,  passing  to  the  north-east  corner  of  Castle  Street 
and  along  the  east  side  of  Castle  Street  to  the  east  corner 
of  Carlton  Street  ;  westward  to  the  lane  to  Sidmouth 
Cottages,  then  along  that  lane  to  the  north  boundary  of 
Sidmouth  Cottages  and  eastward  to  the  south-west  corner 
of  the  Central  School  playground,  then  northwards  to 
Carlton  Street  and  following  the  School  playground 
boundary  to  the  limit  of  the  Town  Yard,  and  following 
that  boundary  back  to  Oxford  Street. 

B.  Under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1890. 

Area  No.  2,  comprising  the  lands  and  buildings  known  as 
Alice  Maud  Cottages  and  No.  8,  Gloucester  Street. 

Area  No.  3,  viz.  :  the  lands  and  buildings  known  as 
Nos.  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  13a  and  13b,  New  Street. 

Area  No.  4,  comprising  the  lands  and  buildings  known  as 
Weston  Place  and  8,  8a,  9  and  9a,  Market  Lane. 
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These  areas  contained  houses  and  occupants  as  under 


Occupants 

Total 

Houses. 

per  House. 

Occupants. 

8 

1 

8 

12 

2 

24 

12 

3 

36 

7 

4 

28 

7 

5 

35 

3 

6 

18 

1 

7 

7 

1 

8 

8 

1 

9 

9 

1 

11 

11 

53 

184 

weekly  rents  r 

anged  from  2s.  6d.  to  6s. 

6d.  or  thereby 

My  proposals  were  as  follows  : — 

Area  1. — Clear  most  of  the  site. 

Arrange  with  the  County  Education  Department 
to  take  over  the  ground  to  west  of  Central 
School  boundary  as  a  site  for  replacing  School 
Building  to  be  demolished,  and  a  much 
needed  extension  of  the  playground. 

Erect  a  block  of  flats  in  Town  Yard. 

Make  a  connecting  Street  between  Carlton 
Street  and  Walliscote  Grove  Road  and  also 
Oxford  Street. 

Area  2.— Clear  the  site  to  open  up  the  backs  of  surround¬ 
ing  houses. 

Area  3. — Demolish  some  of  the  houses  and  reconstruct 
others,  making  arrangements  with  the  County 
.  Council  as  to  those  portions  in  which  they"  are 
interested  (Manl.  2,  p.  42,  section  7). 

Area  4. — Demolish  Weston  Place  and  reconstruct  the 
other  houses. 

All  re-housing  as  on  Part  III  Scheme. 
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Part  III  vSchrmr. 

Re-housing  of  displaced  tenants,  if  the  Part  I  Scheme 
and  Part  II  Scheme  are  adopted  and  sanctioned,  would 
be  partly  on  Area  1  and  mostly  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

In  addition  accommodation  would  have  to  be  provided 
for  tenants  dehoused  under  closing  orders  in  the  case  of 
15  houses  at  least. 

This  means  the  provision  of  over  50  houses,  flats  or 
tenements. 

I  consider  that  many  of  the  tenants  I  propose  to  dis¬ 
place  could  not  possibly  pay  the  rents  required  for  the 
houses  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  further  that  they 
would  be  better  served  with  much  less  accommodation 
than  these  houses  provide,  i.e.  :■ — 

Old  age  pensioners,  widows,  etc.,  could  not  afford 
more  than  their  present  rents,  say,  2s.  6d.  to  5s., 
but  nothing  would  suit  them  better  than  a 
roomy  bed -sitting  room. 

In  some  cases  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  bedroom 
and  a  living-room. 

Yet  others  would  want  2  bedrooms  and  a  living-room. 

I  see  no  valid  reason  why  such  accommodation  should 
not  be  provided  in  two-storey  flats. 

I  gather  that  the  Ministry  lays  stress  upon  the  proper 
management  of  the  houses.  If  we  had  a  sufficient 
number  of  flats  on  the  Hospital  site  to  allow  of  a  care¬ 
taker  being  included  in  the  expenses,  with  a  suitably 
trained  woman  (or  even  a  man  in  charge),  Paths,  W.C.’s, 
Washhouses,  etc.,  could  be  common  to  several  flats. 
Central  heating  might  also  be  provided,  and  in  this  way 
capital  expenditure  be  so  reduced  as  to  make  low  rents 
quite  possible  on  the  same  ratio  to  economic  rents  as  the 
Ministry  have  arranged  in  the  case  of  the  new  houses 
just  built  by  the  Council. 

The  Housing  Committee  approved  of  these  Representations 
and  passed  them  to  the  Regional  Commissioner  for  his  con¬ 
sideration.  Financial  stringency  was  already  being  felt,  and, 
in  spite  of  the  urgency  by  which  the  matter  was  pressed  on 
us  a  few  weeks  before,  consideration  of  the  proposals  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 
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APPENDICES. 


Housing  Conditions. 


statistics. 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

1.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  27,000 

(2)  General  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13-06 

(3)  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1-24 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54-72 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  5,382 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  * 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  15 

Working-class  dwelling-houses  ”  is  a  term  im¬ 
possible  to  define  in  Weston-super-Mare  as  the 
majority  of  the  working-class  take  houses  too 
large  for  themselves,  in  order  to  let  in  “  the 


season. 


2. — UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-hoUses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations.  1910  ...  ...  ...  87 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  vService  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  182 
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III.— Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing , 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  204 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

wdiich  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  ren¬ 
dered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  0 
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3.— unhealthy  areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a),  Part  I,  or  (b),  Part  II, 
of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

One  Area  under  Part  I  and  three  Areas  under  Part  II 
of  the  Acts  of  1890  to  1919. 

Further  particulars  are  given  on  p.  32,  but  their  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Ministry  was  postponed. 
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Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


APPENDIX. 


Local  Government  Board 


and  various  other 

TABLES 


for  the  years 


1917  to  1920. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1915  and  succeeding  years. 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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TABLE  III. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WESTON-SUPER-MARE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Registrar  General’s  Figures. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Civilians  only — 

Aei,  Causes 

129 

209 

165 

190 

145 

197 

140 

196 

1  Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2  Small  pox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  Measles  ...  ...  .... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

5  Whooping-cough  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

7  Influenza  ... 

2 

2 

24 

43 

7 

10 

— 

1 

8  Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

9  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

11 

9 

9 

19 

8 

10 

8 

18 

10  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

9 

w 

1 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

26 

11 

28 

17 

29 

13 

26 

13  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

/  — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

14  Meningitis  ... 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

O 

— 

15  Organic'  Heart  Disease  ... 

24 

35 

21 

17 

26 

39 

17 

26 

16  Bronchitis  ... 

3 

12 

9 

7 

10 

16 

7 

15 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

14 

11 

7 

9 

6 

15 

8 

18  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

9 

Mmd 

1 

3 

9 

4 

3 

— 

3 

19  Diarrhoea,  S:c.  (under  2  years; 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

20  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

21  Cirrhosis  of  River 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

21a  Alcoholism... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22  Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Disease 

13 

11 

7 

5 

6 

11 

6 

6 

23  Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

24  Parturition,  apart  from 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

puerperal  fever 

25  Congenital  Debility,  & c . 

6 

4 

5 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

26  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

4 

27  Suicide 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

34 

75 

56 

48 

41 

59 

48 

75 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

known 

Special  Causes  (included  above. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomeylitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  vear 

12 

10 

12 

4 

11 

7 

12 

10 

of  age 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Total  Births  ... 

127 

128 

144 

124 

135 

150 

207 

195 

Legitimate  ... 

120 

114 

140 

119 

130 

138 

192 

188 

Illegitimate 

7 

14 

4 

5 

5 

12 

15 

7 

Population — for  Birth-Rate 

23,657 

25,648 

25,773 

\  o 

for  Death-rate 

21,222 

22,890 

24,741 

/ 

5,728 
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TABLE  IV. 


Weston-super-Mare;  Urban  District. 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1917. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 


All  Causes 


/  Certified 
\  Uncertified 


Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Whooping-Cough 


Diarrhoea 
Fnteritis 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 


Marasmus 
Atelectasis  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 
Erysipelas 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculou 
Convulsions  ... 

Gastritis 


Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 


Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

1  month. 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

6-9  months. 

. 

9-12  months. 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  year. 

22 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

i 

A 

3 

i 

|  ‘ 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

10 

3 

2 

6  : 

1 

22 

Nett  births  in  the  year — legitimate,  234;  illegitimate,  21. 

Nett  deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  22  ;  illegitimate  infants,  0. 
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TABLE  IV.  — continued . 


Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District. 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1918. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  i 

1  Year  of  Age. 


nder 


Cause  of  Death. 


All  Causes 


J  Certified 
\  Uncertified 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
,  Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
!  Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Whooping-Cough 
/  Diarrhoea 
\  Enteritis 

f  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
■{  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Disease 
f  Congenital  Malformations 
J  Premature  Birth 
j  Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 
Atelectasis  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 
Erysipelas 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tnbereulou 
Convulsions  ... 

Gastritis 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 
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<v 
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ro 
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16 


Nett  births  in  the  year — legitimate,  259  ;  illegitimate,  9. 

Nett  deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  16  ;  illegitimate  infants,  0. 


47 


TABLE  IV . — continued. 


Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District. 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1919. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1  Year  of  Age. 

TT 


Cause  of  Death. 


All  Causes 


/  Certified 
\  Uncertified 


f  Small-pox 
|  Chicken-pox 
J  Measles 
;  Scarlet  Fever 
|  Diphtheria  and  Croup 
1  Whooping-Cough 
/  Diarrhoea 
\  Enteritis 

f  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
•{  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  T uberculous  Diseases 
f Congenital  Malformations... 
J  Premature  Birth 
]  Atrophy,  Debility 
Marasmus 
Atelectasis  . . . 

Injury  at  Birth 
Erysipelas 
Syphilis 
Rickets 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions  ... 

Gastritis 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 


and 
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'0 
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17 


Nett  births  in  the  year — legitimate,  268  ;  illegitimate,  17. 

Nett  deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  15  ;  illegitimate  infants,  2. 
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TABLE  IV  . — continued. 
Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District. 
INFANT  MORTALITY,  1920. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1  Year  of  Age. 


<v 

<d 

C/5 

C/5 

C/5 

C/5 

rC 

2  C 

c3 

£ 

C/5 

C/5 

C/5 

-a  J3 

rZ 

_  r~] 

4— ' 

>> 

CD 

c  ^ 

Cause  of  Death. 

rx 

D 

CD 

<v 

sl 

+-> 

-+-> 

a 

4-> 

M 

0 

<v 

<D 

£ 

<M 

<D 

£ 

CO 

<D 

£ 

5s 

o  ^ 
H 

o 

r-* 

a 

CO 

o 

s 

CO 

o 

6 

05 

CM 

r*H 

_  Vh 

ctf  AI 

4-<  Tj 

0  0 

CM 

CO 

CO 

CD 

05 

E1  3 

All  Causes  /Certified 

22 

\  Uncertified 

0 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

Convulsions  ... 

Laryngitis 

1 

l 

1 

2 

1 

“> 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhoea 

5 

5 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

i 

1 

Atelectasis  ... 

Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

2 

2 

2 

7 

7 

8 

4 

2 

1 

22 

Nett  births  in  the  year — legitimate,  380  ;  illegitimate,  22. 

Nett  deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  18  ;  illegitimate  infants,  4. 
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Tabi^e  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  of  Persons  above  65  Years 
of  Age  in  1917,  1918,  1919  and  1920. 


Age  Periods. 

* 

Dumber  of 

Deaths  in 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

65—70  . 

20 

30 

3, 

37 

70—80  . 

80 

53 

81 

72 

80—90  . 

40 

34 

46 

47 

90  and  upwards 

12 

3 

12 

3 

Totals  above  65 

152 

120 

170 

159 

Totals  at  All  Ages  ... 

338 

355 

342 

336 

50 
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14  Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1920,  for  the 

Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

op  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 
(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances). 

W  ~  — — — — —  If  1  IM  ■— M— — — — E*:^— — MO— — C3T  II’  'T  M— 3—— — SB— 

Number  of 


Premises. 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Bauudries) 

21 

- — ■ 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  I.aundries  and 
Bakehouses) 

173 

30 

1 ' 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

60 

Total 

256 

30 

— 

2.— DEFECTS 

found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

TsJ  n  m  Vt  At* 

Referred 

of 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

to  H.M. 

Prosecu- 

Inspector. 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts *  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

20 

20 

• — 

Want  of  ventilation 

5 

5 

— 

• — - 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

- — 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

6 

6 

— - 

— 

Other  nuisances... 

47 

47 

— 

- — 

1 

insufficient... 

4 

4 

'  — 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or 

accommo- 

defective... 

25 

25 

— 

— 

elation. 

not  separate 

for  sexes... 

2 

2 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory 

and  Wor, 

kshop  Acts  — ■ 

Illegal  occupation  of 

underground  bakehouse 

(s.  101) 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Breach  of  special  sanitary 

requirements  for  bake- 

houses  (ss.  97  to  100)... 

- — 

— 

■ — 

— 

Other  offences  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

{Excluding  offences  re- 

lating 

to  outwork 

which  are  included  in 

Part  3  of  this  Report) 

, 

Total 

109 

109 

— 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3.— HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

(1) 

Outworkers’  Fists,  Section  107. 

Notices 
served  on 
Occupiers  as 
to  keeping 
or  sending 
lists. 

(8) 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Sending  twice 
in  the  year. 

Sending  once 
in  the  year. 

r 

Lists. 

(2) 

Outworkers. 

Lists. 

(5) 

Outworkers. 

Con¬ 

tractors 

(3) 

Work¬ 

men. 

(4) 

Con¬ 

tractors 

(3) 

Work¬ 

men. 

(?) 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and  washing 

Total 

16 

2 

60 

2 

Nil 

4 

18 

16 

2 

60 

2 

Nil 

4 

18 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of 

the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Including  28  Bakehouses 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

120 

120 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

(1) 


Number. 

(2) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the 
shop  Acts  (s.  133,  1901) 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts, but  not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901) 


of  Factories  . — 
Factory  and  Work- 

Notified  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spector  . 

Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
v  H.M.  Inspector... 


Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year  ... 


V 


5 


Nil 
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Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Meteorological  Reports 


for  the  years 


1917  to  1920. 


Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare. 

Climatological  Observations,  1917. 

I  append  the  annual  Climatological  Report  for  1917. 

The  observations  below  were  recorded  at  the  Town  Hall 
and  Clarence  Park. 

The  monthly  Reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological 
Office  during  the  year.  Weekly  Reports  were  also  supplied 
to  the  local  Press,  and  telegrams  reporting  sunshine,  rainfall, 
and  any  special  phenomena  sent  to  the  Meteorological  Office, 
which,  by  means  of  a  daily  Weather  Report,  issued  the 
observations  to  the  leading  papers  published  in  the  principal 
towns  of  Great  Britain,  the  cost  of  telegrams  being  defrayed 
by  the  Weston-super-Mare  Town  Advertising  and  Entertain¬ 
ments  Association,  Etd. 

The  daily  rainfall  and  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  were 
also  sent  to  the  British  Rainfall  Organisation,  Eondon,  N.W. 

The  highest  observed  reading  of  the  barometer  during  the 
year  was  30-650  on  the  16th  March,  at  9  a.m.  ;  whilst  the 
lowest  was  28-800  on  the  28th  August  at  the  same  hour. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Stephenson 
Screen  during  the  year  was  85-7  degrees  on  the  17th  June. 
The  lowest  was  16-5  on  the  8th  February. 

The  highest  reading  of  the  blackened  bulb  thermometer  in 
vacuo  was  145-0  degrees  on  the  13th  May. 

The  lowest  temperature  registered  over  short  grass  by  a 
sensitive  terrestrial  radiation  minimum  thermometer  was 
9-0  degrees  on  the  7th  February. 

The  day  of  the  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was 
17th  June,  and  the  value  for  that  day  was  77-0  degrees. 
The  day  of  the  lowest  mean  temperature  was  7th  February, 
when  25-2  degrees  were  registered. 

The  greatest  range  of  temperature  in  the  screen,  upon  any 
one  day,  was  30-6  degrees,  occurring  on  the  4tli  May.  The 
least  range  was  2-8  on  the  7th  March. 

The  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air,  taken  at  9  a.m., 
was  88  per  cent.,  and  complete  saturation  occurred  on  several 
occasions. 
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The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine,  per  Campbell- 
vStokes  Recorder,  upon  any  one  day,  was  13-5  hours  on  the 
9th  June.  The  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine  for  the  year 
was  1,446-5,  as  compared  with  1,431-4  hours  in  1916.  This 
gives  an  increase  of  151  hours  of  bright  sunshine  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  “  rainfall  day,”  i.e.,  24 
hours,  ending  at  9  a. m.  next  day,  was  1-51  inches  on  the  28th 
June,  whilst  the  total  amount  of  rainfall  for  the  year  was 
33-80  inches.  This  amount  is  0-90  inches  above  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years,  which  is  32-90  inches,  and  rain  fell  on 
159  days  during  the  year. 

Snow  was  recorded  on  18  occasions  ;  hail  8,  thunderstorms 
11,  fog  13,  gales  5,  ground  frost  87. 

July  was  the  sunniest  month,  with  194-7  hours  of  bright 
sunshine  ;  also  the  warmest  ;  and  December  was  the  coldest 
month.  October  headed  the  months  with  a  total  of  7-31 
inches  of  rain,  August  coming  next  with  7-02  inches. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  49-2  degrees. 

W.  H.  ARDEN, 

Observer. 
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Climatological  Observations,  1918. 


I  append  the  annual  Climatological  Report  for  1918. 

The  observations  below  are  recorded  at  the  Town  Hall  and 
Clarence  Park. 

The  monthly  Reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological 
Office  during  the  year.  The  weekly  Reports  and  telegrams 
reporting  sunshine,  rainfall,  etc.,  were  .suspended  under  the 
Defence  of  the  Realm’s  Act. 

The  daily  rainfall  and  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  were 
also  sent  to  the  British  Rainfall  Organisation,  Tondon,  N.W. 

The  highest  observed  reading  of  the  barometer  during  the 
year  was  30-740  on  the  25th  February,  at  9  a.m.  ;  whilst  the 
lowest  was  29-200  on  the  20th  January  and  31st  March,  at 
the  same  hour. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Stephenson 
Screen  during  the  year  was  81-7  degrees  on  the  22nd  May. 
The  lowest  was  20-1  on  the  4th  January. 

The  highest  reading  of  the  blackened  bulb  thermometer  in 
vacuo  was  139-0  degrees  on  the  12th  July. 

The  lowest  temperature  registered  over  short  grass,  by  a 
sensitive  terrestrial  radiation  minimum  thermometer,  was 
16-0  on  the  4th  January. 

The  day  of  the  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was 
21st  August,  and  the  value  for  that  day  was  70-3  degrees. 
The  day  of  the  lowest  mean  temperature  was  4th  January, 
when  29-6  degrees  were  registered. 

The  greatest  range  of  temperature  in  the  screen,  upon  any 
one  day,  was  33-0  degrees,  occurring  on  the  24th  March.  The 
least  range  was  2-3  degrees  on  the  29th  November. 

The  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air,  taken  at  9  a.m., 
was  86-6  per  cent.,  and  complete  saturation  occurred  on  several 
occasions. 

The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine,  per  Campbell- 
Stokes  Recorder,  upon  any  one  day,  was  14  hours  on  the 
31st  May.  The  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine  for  the  year 
was  1,593-7  hours,  as  compared  with  1,446-5  hours  in  1917. 
This  gives  an  increase  of  127-2  hours  of  bright  sunshine  as 
compared  with  the  previous  }7ear. 
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The  heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  “  rainfall  day,”  i.e.,  24 
hours,  ending  at  9  a.m.  next  day,  was  T31  inches  on  the 
18th  June,  whilst  the  total  amount  of  rainfall  for  the  year 
was  37-52  inches.  This  amount  is  3-34  inches  above  the 
average  for  the  past  ten  years,  which  is  34-18  inches,  and 
rain  fell  on  173  days  during  the  year. 

June  was  the  sunniest  month,  with  242-9  hours  of  bright 
sunshine,  whilst  August  was  the  warmest,  and  January  the 
coldest  month.  September  headed  the  months  with  a  total 
of  8-07  inches  of  rain,  July  coming  next  with  6-92  inches. 

Snow  was  recorded  on  8  occasions,  hail  3,  thunderstorms  11, 
fog  7,  and  ground  frosts  41. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  51-4  degrees. 

W.  H.  ALLEN, 

Observer. 
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MONTHLY  RESULTS  OF  CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 
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Climatological  Observations,  1919. 


I  append  the  annual  Climatological  Report  for  1919. 

The  observations  below  are  recorded  at  the  Town  Hall  and 
Clarence  Park. 

The  monthly  Reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological 
Office  during  the  year.  Weekly  Reports  were  also  supplied 
to  the  local  Press,  and  telegrams  reporting  sunshine,  rainfall, 
and  any  special  phenomena  sent  daily  to  the  Meteorological 
Office,  which,  by  means  of  a  daily  Weather  Report,  issued 
the  observations  to  the  leading  papers  published  in  the 
principal  towns  of  Great  Britain,  the  cost  of  telegrams  being 
defrayed  by  the  Weston-super-Mare  Town  Advertising  and 
Entertainments  Association,  Ltd. 

The  daily  rainfall  and  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  were 
also  sent  to  the  British  Rainfall  Organisation,  London,  N.W. 

The  highest  observed  reading  of  the  barometer  during  the 
year  was  30-730  on  the  21st  April,  at  9  a. nr.  ;  whilst  the  lowest 
was  28-700  on  the  7th  January,  at  the  same  hour. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Stephenson 
Screen  during  the  year  was  84-1  degrees,  on  the  11th  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  lowest  was  20-0  on  the  9th  February. 

The  highest  reading  of  the  blackened  bulb  thermometer  in 
vacuo  was  139-0  degrees  on  the  8th  August. 

The  lowest  temperature  registered  over  short  grass  by  a 
sensitive  terrestrial  radiation  minimum  thermometer  was  18-0 
on  the  9th  February. 

The  day  of  the  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was 
15th  August,  and  the  value  for  that  day  was  70-4  degrees. 
The  day  of  the  lowest  mean  temperature  was  9th  February, 
when  28-0  degrees  were  registered. 

The  greatest  range  of  temperature  in  the  screen,  upon  any 
one  day,  was  30-4  degrees,  occurring  on  the  9th  August.  The 
least  range  was  2-0  on  the  6th  December. 

The  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air,  taken  at  9  a.m., 
was  87  per  cent.,  and  complete  saturation  occurred  on  several 
occasions. 
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The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine,  per  Campbell- 
Stokes  Recorder,  upon  any  one  day,  was  13-4  hours  on  the 
7th  August.  The  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine  for  the 
year  was  1,514,  as  compared  with  1,594-6  hours  in  1918. 
This  gives  a  decrease  of  80-6  hours  of  bright  sunshine  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  “  rainfall  day,”  i.e., 
24  hours,  ending  at  9  a.m.  next  day,  was  1-02  inches  on  the 
19th  July  and  23rd  October,  whilst  the  total  amount  of 
rainfall  for  the  year  was  31-39  inches.  This  amount  is  2-99 
inches  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  which  is 
34-38  inches,  and  rain  fell  on  163  days  during  the  year. 

August  was  the  sunniest  month,  with  219-1  hours  of  bright 
sunshine,  and  also  the  warmest.  December  was  the  coldest 
month.  December  headed  the  months  with  a  total  of  6-24 
inches  of  rain,  March  coming  next  with  5.21  inches. 

During  the  year  snow  fell  on  13  occasions,  whilst  hail  5, 
thunderstorms  4,  fog  5,  ground  frosts  68,  and  gales  3  times, 
were  recorded. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  49-4  degrees. 

W.  H.  ARREN, 

Observer. 
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Climatological  Observations,  1920. 


I  append  the  annual  Climatological  Report  tor  1920. 

The  observations  below  are  recorded  at  the  Town  Hall  and 
Clarence  Park. 

The  monthly  Reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological 
Office  during  the  year.  Weekly  Reports  were  also  supplied 
to  the  local  Press,  and  telegrams  reporting  sunshine,  rainfall, 
and  any  special  phenomena  sent  daily  to  the  Meteorological 
Office,  which,  by  means  of  a  daily  Weather  Report,  issued 
the  observations  to  the  leading  papers  published  in  the 
principal  towns  of  Great  Britain,  the  cost  of  telegrams  being 
defrayed  by  the  W7eston-super-Mare  Town  Advertising  and 
Entertainments  Association,  Ltd. 

The  daily  rainfall  and  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  were 
also  sent  to  the  British  Rainfall  Organisation,  Eondon,  N.W. 

The  highest  observed  reading  of  the  barometer  during  the 
year  was  30-700  on  the  3rd  March,  at  9  a.m.,  whilst  the  lowest 
was  28-850  on  the  15th  March,  at  the  same  hour. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Stephenson 
Screen  during  the  year  was  77-5  degrees  on  the  25th  May. 
The  lowest  was  22-2  on  the  7th  January. 

The  highest  reading  of  the  blackened  bulb  thermometer  in 
vacuo  was  138-0  degrees  on  the  18th  July. 

The  lowest  temperature  registered  over  short  grass,  by  a 
sensitive  terrestrial  minimum  thermometer,  w7as  18-8  on  the 
16th  December. 

The  day  of  the  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was 
25th  May,  and  the  value  for  that  day  was  66-3  degrees.  The 
day  of  the  lowest  mean  temperature  was  6th  January,  when 
29-1  degrees  were  registered. 

The  greatest  range  of  temperature  in  the  screen,  upon  any 
one  day,  was  28-6  degrees,  occurring  on  the  12th  vSeptember. 
The  least  range  was  1-7  on  the  20th  February. 

The  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air,  taken  at  9  a.m., 
was  90  per  cent.,  and  complete  saturation  occurred  on  several 
occasions. 
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The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine,  per  Campbell- 
vStokes  Recorder,  upon  any  one  day,  was  14-4  hours  on  the 
19th  July.  The  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine  for  the  year 
was  1,250-3,  as  compared  with  1,514-0  hours  in  1919.  This 
gives  a  decrease  of  263-7  hours  of  bright  sunshine,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  “  rainfall  day,”  i.e., 
24  hours,  ending  at  9  a.m.  next  day,  was  1-00  inch  on  the 
14th  October,  whilst  the  total  amount  of  rainfall  for  the  year 
was  34-69  inches.  This  amount  is  0-80  inches  above  the 
average  for  the  past  ten  A^ears,  which  is  33-89  inches,  and 
rain  fell  on  186  days  during  the  year. 

May  was  the  sunniest  month,  with  185  hours  of  bright 
sunshine,  whilst  August  was  the  warmest  and  December  the 
coldest  month.  July  headed  the  months  with  a  total  of 
5-04  inches  of  rain,  April  coming  next  with  4-18  inches. 

Snow  was  recorded  on  5  occasions,  thunderstorms  9,  hail  6, 
fog  6,  ground  frosts  34,  gale  1. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  5T1  degrees. 

W.  H.  ARDEN, 

Observer. 
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MONTHLY  RESULTS  OF  CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
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Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year 

1920. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  s  Annual 
Report  for  1 920. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report 
upon  the  work  done  in  my  Department  during  the  year  1920. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  accomplish  the  work  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  by  verbal  intimations  and  informal  letters  without 
resorting  to  formal  Statutory  notices. 

The  number  of  letters  and  informal  notices  were  407,  and 
formal  Statutory  notices  nil. 

The  number  of  callers  at  the  Office  was  2,301.  The 
majority  of  these  received  my  personal  attention. 

The  labour  and  economic  conditions  during  the  y7ear  were 
not  such  as  to  make  it  easy  to  get  work  done  ;  however,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  appended  tabular  statement,  a  fair 
amount  of  work  has  been  accomplished  under  my  supervision. 

Close  attention  has  been  given  to  drainage  and  sanitary 
work,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  good  standard 
of  work  for  which  your  town  has  a  justifiable  reputation. 
All  drains  are  tested  by  water,  both  before  and  after  filling  in, 
and  finally  a  smoke  test  is  applied.  Flat  conversions  have 
entailed  a  large  amount  of  extra  woik  in  this  connection. 

Housing  and  As  your  appointed  Officer  under  these 
Town  Planning  regulations,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it 
Regulations.  has,  for  several  reasons,  only  been  possible 

to  keep  in  touch  with  current  defects  as 
they  arise.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  be  undesirable  to 
serve  notices  for  drastic  alterations  with  respect  to  properties, 
winch  under  normal  conditions  I  should  report  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  closing  and  demolition.  Secondly, 
labour  in  Weston-super-Mare  has  been  rather  difficult,  inas- 
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much  as  a  very  large  proportion  has  been  absorbed  in  pushing 
on  your  Housing  Schemes  ;  while  again  material  has  been 
dear  and  difficult  to  obtain. 

Another  feature  I  had  to  bear  in  mind  was  that  it  would 
have  been  very  unwise  to  ask  for  extensive  alterations  to 
certain  classes  of  property,  which  would  have  tended  to 
perpetuate  an  undesirable  type  of  dwelling  in  the  town. 

With  the  completion  of  your  Housing  Schemes,  a  return 
to  more  normal  conditions,  and  a  resumption  of  building  by 
private  enterprise,  properties  structurally  defective  and  in  a 
advanced  state  of  disrepair  may  be  closed  and  demolished. 
Until  then  however  I  anticipate  that  it  will  only  be  possible 
to  patch  up. 

In  connection  with  the  systematic  inspection  of  houses  in 
your  District,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  report  that  I  have 
come  across  very  few  really  dirty  houses,  while  in  the  very 
large  majority  of  houses  the  standard  of  orderliness  and 
cleanliness  is  of  a  character  reached  by  very  few  localities  in 
the  Country. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 

by  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Staff  (not  including  Health 

Visitors). 

Housing. — (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 


Houses  inspected 

87 

Re-visits  paid 

25 

Houses  with  no  defects 

36 

Houses  dealt  with  under  P.H.A.  ... 

204 

Houses— work  outstanding  ... 

22 

Houses  dealt  with  under  H.  &  T.P.A. 

Nil 

mb  hr  of  Visits  Paid  • 

Various 

. . .  880 

Infectious  Diseases,  in  connection  with  ... 

...  874 

Nuisances  or  complaints 

. . .  659 

Work  ordered 

. . .  750 

Work  in  progress 

...  2,599 

Neglectful  tenants  visited  ... 

11 
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Drainage  Tests  Visits— - 

Smoke  tests  at  existing  buildings 
Smoke  tests  at  new  buildings  (Plan  deposited) 
Water  tests  at  new  buildings  (Plan  deposited) 
Water  tests  at  existing  buildings 
Inspection  of  concrete  in  connection  with  new 
drains 

Offensive  trades 
Ice  cream  shops  and  vendors 
Owners  and  Agents  interviewed 
Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  inspections 
Common  Lodging-houses 
Pood  and  provision  premises 
Stable  and  manure  receptacle  inspections 
Schools,  Public  Buildings  and  Institutions  inspected 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Sevier  lengths  water  tested 
V arious  visits  in  connection  with  building  inspection 


181 

50 

274 

334 

516 

10 

60 

313 

184 

17 

347 

442 

9 

11 

93 

193 


WORK  DONE. 

Complaints  investigated  .  ...  ...  ...  175 

Complaints  referred  to  Surveyor  ...  ...  ...  27 

Complaints  investigated  where  coal  gas  found  to  be 

cause  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Written  notices  and  letters  sent  with  respect  to  abate¬ 
ment  of  nuisances,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Verbal  notices  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Number  of  houses  (old)  provided  with  new  drains, 

properly  ventilated,  and  made  smoke  and  water-tight  37 
Drains  cleared,  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  100 

Soil-pipes  altered  or  repaired  and  properly  ventilated  27 
Do.,  in  Plats,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cesspools  and  privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  W.C.  pedestals  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Water  Closets  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  91 

W.C.’s  without  sufficient  external  ventilation  and  light¬ 
ing  improved,  abolished  and  reconstructed...  ...  39 
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New  flushing  cisterns  supplied  to  W.C.’s 
Premises  supplied  with  additional  W.C.’s 
No.  drains  ... 

Sanitary  sinks  fixed  with  properly  trapped  waste-pipes 
Bath,  sink  and  lavatory  waste-pipes  trapped  and 
repaired  ... 

Rain-water  down-pipes  disconnected  from  drains 
Rain-water  underground  storage  tanks  cleansed 
Rain-water  tank  overflows  disconnected  or  examined... 
Urinals  reconstructed  or  repaired  and  flushing  tanks 
provided  ... 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided 

Repairs  to  houses 

Rain-water  spouting  repaired 

New  baths  fixed  in  existing  buildings... 

New  baths  fixed  in  Flats 

New  lavatory  basins  fixed  in  existing  buildings 
New  lavatory  basins  in  Flats  ... 

New  sanitary  sinks  fixed  in  existing  buildings 
New  sanitary  sinks  in  Flats 

Rooms  fumigated  and  disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  . . . 
Enteric 
Tuberculosis. . . 
other  Diseases 
Number  of  premises  from  which  infectious  articles 
removed  for  disinfection 
Number  of  articles  destroyed 
Total  number  of  articles  disinfected 

(a)  for  Isolation  Plospital 

(b)  for  private  houses  ... 

School  exclusion  and  clearance  notices  re  infected 
houses 

Number  of  lime  brushes  lent  to  cottagers 
Rooms  and  premises  cleansed  or  lime-washed 
Verminous  premises  cleansed  and  purified,  etc. 
Tenants  required  to  cleanse  premises  ... 

Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with 


) )  ) )  >  >  ) ) 

)  >  ) )  ) )  ) ) 

)  y  ) )  > )  ) ) 

) )  ) )  )  ♦  )  > 


54 
48 
51 

55 

33 

1 

9 

JmJ 

6 

14 

6 

84 

60 

24 
10 
27 

9 

48 

25 
41 
48 
92 

3 

69 

105 


239 

132 


1,871 

6,989 


133 

85 

19 

3 

49 

1 
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Stagnant  water  removed,  and  ditches  and  private  lanes 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Nuisances  arising  from  tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  4 

Accummulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  128 
Manure  receptacles  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  new  houses  certified  to  Surveyor,  re  drainage 

and  sanitary  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  new  houses  certified  as  being  substantially 

in  accordance  with  plans  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  converted  Flats  in  accordance  with  Plans  13 

Infectious  Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  after  all 
Diseases  and  infectious  diseases,  and  when  any  special  needs 
Disinfection,  have  been  called  to  my  attention  by  the 
Medical  attendant  or  the  inspecting  Officer 
(generally  the  Health  Visitors)  prompt  attention  has  been 
given.  Bedding  has  been  removed  for  steam  disinfection 
and  infected  rooms  sprayed. 

The  details  of  the  work  of  disinfection  will  be  noted  in  the 
accompanying  tabular  statement. 

From  time  to  time  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  I  have  in  conjunction  with  the  Health  Visitors, 
who  ordinarily  make  enquiries  with  regard  to  infectious  cases, 
made  special  investigations  where  necessary. 

The  old  steam  disinfector  at  the  Disinfecting  Station,  which 
was  installed  as  long  ago  as  1901 ,  became  hopelessly  out  of  repair, 
and  you  purchased  two  American  Army  Thresh  Disinfectors, 
one  of  which  you  fitted  up  in  place  of  the  worn  out  apparatus. 
The  other  machine  was  put  into  store.  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  the  new  machine,  though  rather  smaller  than  the 
one  replaced  is  giving  satisfaction. 

Dairies,  There  are  56  premises  in  regard  to  which 

Cowsheds  and  registrations  have  been  issued  as  Dairymen, 
Milkshops.  Purveyors  or  Cow-keepers.  There  are  5  cow¬ 
sheds  on  the  Register. 

One  Dairyman  has  ceased  to  trade  as  a  Milk-seller  on  my 
raising  an  objection  that  the  premises  were  unsuitable,  while 
in  the  case  of  another  Dairy  which  was  objected  to  on  the 
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grounds  that  another  business  carried  on  at  the  same  time 
made  the  premises  unsuitable  for  use  as  a  Milkshop  or  Store, 
the  milk  business  was  stopped. 

Most  of  the  dairymen  in  the  town  are  now  fixing  on  their 
premises  a  sign  indicating  the  registered  number  of  their 
dairy. 

One  cowshed  has  been  considerably  improved  by  laying 
down  a  new  concrete  floor  and  grip  and  by  altering  the 
standings.  Other  cowsheds  are  being  dealt  with,  with  a 
view  to  bringing  them  up  to  date. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  of  both  milk  stores  and 
vessels  maintained  is  good. 


Meat  and  Food  There  are  24  butchers’  shops  in  the  town, 
Inspection.  belonging  to  22  proprietors.  Most  of  the 

butchers  regularly  kill  their  animals  at  the 
Public  Abattoirs,  but  I  have  to  report  that  a  considerable 
quantity  of  meat  which  is  killed  outside  comes  into  the  town 
for  consumption.  The  difficulties  of  inspection  are  thereby 
considerably  enhanced.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that 
animals  can  be  killed  in  private  slaughter-houses  at  any  time 
during  the  day  or  night,  it  will  readily  be  seen  how  difficult 
it  is  to  maintain  an  efficient  inspection,  especially  when  all 
offal  may  be  missing  and  there  has  been  no  examination  at 
time  of  slaughter. 

During  the  period  of  the  year  while  Control  was  on  the 
quality  of  the  meat  submitted  for  slaughter  at  the  Abattoirs 
left  much  to  be  desired.  There  has  been  a  very  noticeable 
improvement  since  control  was  removed,  and  when  the  local 
butchers  were  able  to  purchase  the  class  of  animal  suited 
to  the  Weston-super-Mare  trade. 

Imported  frozen  Lamb  and  Mutton  gave  trouble  in  the 
winter  and  early  spring  of  the  year.  A  considerable  quantity 
was  distributed  from  cold  store  in  a  very  mouldy  and  un¬ 
satisfactory  condition,  which  made  the  meat  unmarketable 
although  in  many  cases  not  unsound. 

The  stocks  of  butchers'  pickled  meat  have  been  carefully 
inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  I  have  pleasure  in  reporting 
that  the  trade  maintains  a  good  standard  in  this  respect. 
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Technically  no  “  Seizures  ”  of  unsound  meat  were  made 
during  the  year.  All  the  condemned  goods  mentioned  in  the 
accompanying  tabular  statement  were  “  Surrendered  ”  after 
inspection. 

One  parcel  of  48  tins  of  Salmon  was  seized,  but  with  regard 
to  it  no  further  action  Was  taken.  Other  stocks  of  this 
particular  brand  of  Salmon  were  withheld  from  sale  by  local 
traders  until  further  investigations  proved  that  they  could 
safety  be  sold. 

I  have  had  occasion  in  one  or  two  instances  to  caution 
certain  butchers  as  to  leaving  waste  meat  about  their  premises 

too  long.  No  further  action  has  been  necessary. 

* 

Other  food -handling  premises  have  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time. 


Animaes  Kieeed  at  Abattoirs. 


1919. 

1920. 

Pigs  ... 

2,987 

1 ,923 

Sheep  . . . 

4,541 

4,300 

Calves  ... 

440 

1,525 

Beeves  ... 

1,257 

873 

diseased  meat  and  unsound  foods 


condemned  in  the  Town  and  at  the  Abattoirs. 


Diseased  Meat  :• — 

Tuberculous  Cattle — 4  Carcases 

4  Fore  quarters 
Offals,  etc. 

Tuberculous  Pigs —  17  Carcases 

121  Heads 
Offals 

Paunches,  etc. 

Total  weight  Tuberculous  Meat 


"j  Cwt.  qrs.lbs. 
ty..  52  0  9 

J 

ty..  61  3  16 

» 

J 

Cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

113  3  25 


Diseased — Non-Tubercui(ous 
and  Unsound  Meat. 

Cattle — 195  Fivers  and  parts  of  ... 
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Cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 
20  0  10 


Sheep — 2  Carcases  ... 

78  Livers 

Mouldy  and  unsound 
Calf  (immature) 


Cwt.  qrs.  lbs 
1  2  23 

1  1  16 
7  1  19 

21 


Total  weight  Non-tuberculous  and  unsound  Meat  30  3  5 


Cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

Grand  total  Meat  Condemned...  144  3  20 


Wet  Fish.  Headless  Codling 
Herrings 
Mackerel 


5  Stone. 

6 

8  ,,  Total  29  Stone. 


Other  Fish.  Bloaters . 

Smoked  Haddock 


4  Stone. 

10  ,,  Total  14  Stone. 


Grand  total  Fish  Destroyed  ...  43  Stone. 


Tinned  Goods  Condemned. 
Fish — Salmon 
vSardines 
Crayfish 
Herrings 
Crab 


Tins 

58 

19 

9 

2 

1 


Total  Tins  of  Fish 

Cocoa  and  Mild  (Government  stuff) 
Condensed  Milk 
Tinned  Fruit  ... 

15  6-lb.  Tins  of  Corned  Beef 


Tins 

1,568 

12 

46 

-  1,629 

15 


Grand  Total  of  Tinned  Goods  Condemned  ...  1,733 
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Dried  Fruits. 


Mouldy  and  fermented 


Peaches  . . 
Apricots  ... 


Cwt.  (ps.  lb 
4  0  0 

25 


Total  Dried  Fruits  Condemned  ...  4  0  25 


Boiled  Ham  (two  lots)...  ...  10  lbs. 

Bacon  (three  lots)  ...  ...  25  lbs. 

In  concluding  my  notes  on  the  inspection  of  food  in  the 
town,  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  read}' 
assistance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  your 
r\battoir  Superintendent,  Mr.  John  Stewardson,  who  not  only 
does  his  work  very  efficiently,  but  also  retains  the  confidence 
of  the  butchers  using  the  Abattoirs. 

Stables.  A  list  of  Stables  in  the  town  has  been  taken,  and 
during  the  summer  months  a  systematic  inspection 
has  been  made  in  order  to  see  that  manure  is  removed  periodic¬ 
ally  as  required  by  your  Bye-laws.  The  frequent  removal 
of  manure  is  very  necessary  in  order  to  minimise  the  nuisance 
from  flies. 


Factories  and  The  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register, 
Workshops.  including  28  Bakehouses,  is  120.  A  tabular 

statement  of  work  done  is  appended  to  the 
report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There  are  no  under¬ 
ground  Bakehouses  in  the  town. 


Rag  Flock  Act.  No  samples  have  been  taken  under  this  Act. 

Most  of  the  material  used  in  Weston-super- 
Mare  appears  to  be  clean  goods,  supplied  by  firms  having  the 
plant  to  produce  flocks  coming  well  within  the  requirements 
of  the  Rag  Flock  Regulations. 


Common  The  number  on  the  Register  is  3,  which  are 

Lodging-houses,  all  situate  in  Union  vStreet.  The  necessary 

twice-yearly  cleansing  has  been  carried  out 
well  up  to  the  specified  times.  No  contraventions  have  been 
noted . 
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Milton  Hill  On  your  instructions  I  submitted  a  special 

Drainage.  report  on  the  drainage  of  houses  in  the  Milton 

Hill  area,  as  a  result  of  which  you  authorised 
me  to  get  the  various  nuisances  enumerated  abated.  I  have 
to  report  that  most  of  the  work  has  been  completed  or  put 
in  hand  at  the  time  of  writing. 

Concluding  In  conclusion  of  this  my  first  annual  report, 

Remarks.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  Council,  the 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  the 
Members  of  the  Council  generally  for  the  kindly  welcome 
and  hearty  support  at  all  times  extended  to  me.  I  would 
also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  the 
valuable  advice  he  has  at  all  times  given  to  me  ;  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  hearty  support  and  help  in 
any  difficulty,  and  also  to  the  Surveyor  for  his  helpful  co¬ 
operation. 

To  your  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Charles  Urch, 
I  am  indebted  for  his  readiness  in  carrying  out  my  instructions, 
and  for  his  reliability  and  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
His  local  knowledge  has  been  most  helpful  during  my  first 
year  in  your  service. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  BfiADON. 

Member  Sanitary  Inspector  s  Association ;  Robertson  Prizeman  Meat 
and  Food  Inspection  /  Robertson  Prizeman  Practical  Sani¬ 
tation  ;  Founders’  Prizeman  in  Hygiene,  Birmingham  and 
Midland  Institute. 
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